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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

Dear member, I sincerely hope you are reading this as it means you are hopefully safe and well.

Our thoughts go out to the relatives of members who lost the fight against COVID-19 related illnesses, 
may they rest in peace.

A memorial bench, funded by Alf Mason’s family, is in place at Shorne adjacent to peg L9. A fitting tribute 
to him.

From a fishing perspective it has been, and remains, a frustrating season, but at least due to the sterling 
efforts of the Angling Trust some fishing remains available to you. Please support them by becoming 
members.

I thank the majority of you for your support in understanding the restrictions the Committee has to put in 
place, both from the Government and nature, ie. closing swims due to flooding.

Season 2021/22.

Unfortunately due to Government regulations, it will be impossible to hold the normal AGM, and a virtual 
one is not practical.

The Committee for the coming season remains as last season, as they all have several more years of 
tenure and is as below:

Chairman. Dennis Hammond.
Secretary. Mick Mount.
Treasurer. Ian Olgivie.
Membership. Jeff Buxton.
Website. Ian Collier.
Head Bailiff. Gary Bushell.
Match Secretary. Jack Dean.
Committee: Phil Townsend, Billy Hargreaves, Stuart Eastman,

Debe Smith, Nicholas Smith, Barry Law, Jenny Mount,
Sam Pierce.

The Committee agree that it would be inappropriate to increase the membership fees for the coming 
season, but will review them for the 2022/23 season.

All renewal information, other than fees, is on your membership card.

See the website for renewal fees.

The Committee agreed to reduce the membership, through natural wastage, to 750 members, unless full 
renewal number is achieved, in order to reduce pressure on waters. Any current member however will be 
offered a renewal for 2021/22 season even if they have not met the renewal date of 31st March 2021. 
(COVID-19, furloughed, redundancy, etc., taken into account as last season).

Please enclose a SAE of suitable size for the return of your new card, and if paying by BACS remember to 
leave a reference, eg. surname inc. initials and membership no. There is more than one Mr Smith or Mick 
on the database!!

Finally, when visiting Cobham, please do not use the shortcut track between the gate house and cattle 
grid, it is very boggy due to inclement weather. Go via the junction by the school instead. Thank you.

HEAD BAILIFF REPORT.

Hello everyone.

Well it has not been an easy year, as COVID-19 has stopped us doing a lot of work. First of all lockdown 
with no fishing, then fishing allowed with restrictions, then restrictions lifted only for another lockdown put
in place this time no night fishing.

The booking in system at the Inn on the Lake is working without any problems, so thank you to all 
members for complying with the rules.

The team of Bailiffs and helpers have done great work on all the lakes, until the restrictions of COVID-9 
stopped them.

All water levels are high due to constant rain at the time of this report, and the Blue Lake has to be closed
due to this causing a Health and Safety risk.

When the water level recedes the Lake will reopen.

There is a lot to do once the COVID restrictions are lifted, so please be patient with your Committee and 
Bailiff team.



Looking forward to a better 2021.

Thank you all.

Garry Bushell. Head Bailiff. 

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK

Website

For those who don’t know, the TWAPS website address is either http://twaps.uk or http://twaps.co.uk

During 2020 the website has had a revamp, and is now more mobile friendly and more easily accessible.

The website is full of official TWAPS information and updated regularly. This is the first place to go to if 
you have any TWAPS related questions or queries. If you haven’t done so recently, why not take a look?

The Society Rules and Bye-Laws, including the Government’s latest Covid-19 rules and guidance 
for angling, are available on the website.

If you have a smartphone, or internet enabled device, with you whilst you are fishing, you do not need to 
have a copy of the Society's Rules and Bye-Laws with you, but you must be able to access the Rules and 
Bye-Laws from the TWAPS website whilst you are fishing.

The Rules and Bye-Laws are PDF documents and can be downloaded onto your device if you prefer. Open 
the Menu and select “Rules & Byelaws”. If you don't have internet access whist fishing, or prefer to have a
paper copy instead, simply use the website Contact Form to request a printed copy and one will be sent 
to you free of charge.

Note that you must have with you your ID card and Membership Card with you at all times whilst fishing 
or visiting any TWAPS water.

Also note that the Rules and Bye-Laws may be updated from time to time, and any revisions will be pub-
lished on the website.

Don't forget you can submit pictures of your catches, any Society related amusing or scenic or other rele-
vant pictures and videos too. Details of how to do this are on the website.

There are a number of unclaimed Society records. Any member claim any record if that member can ver-
ify that their catch is bigger that the current record, if any, for that species for that water. All species 
count from all TWAPS waters. Further details, and how to claim a record, can be found by opening the 
menu and selecting “Galleries” then “Society Records Gallery” section of the website.

Keep an eye out for the occasional competition (which may or may not involve prizes), requests for help 
with work parties, fishery closures, announcements or survey forms, all of which appear on the website 
from time to time.

If you see any mistakes or omissions on the TWAPS website, please let me know, via the website contact 
page.

FaceBook

TWAPS has an active closed Facebook group – TWAPS Official - currently managed by Committee Mem-
bers Billy Hargreaves, Jennifer Mount and myself.

The group is very popular amongst Members and is very friendly. Members use the group to exchange 
tips, ideas, buy and sell stuff, foster healthy debate and generally communicate with each other. There is 
also quite a bit of light hearted non-offensive, often amusing, banter between Members, making it a good 
social group to belong to. If you are a Facebook user and would like to join the group, simply log into 
Facebook and search for “TWAPS Official” to find this group. Click the “Join” button to request to join the 
group. Note you must be a current TWAPS member to be accepted as a member of the TWAPS Facebook 
group and you will be asked for your current membership number and to agree to the group rules.

TWAPS also likes to keep members informed or ask for help for information on various TWAPS related top-
ics. We do this by sending out email reminders and you have probably received some already. These an-
nouncements tend to be posted in the Facebook group and on the website too.

If you have any suggestions you would like to see on the website or the Facebook group then please con-
tact me via the website contact page, Facebook group, or have a chat with me on the bank.

Ian Collier
TWAPS Website Administrator

http://twaps.co.uk/
http://twaps.co.uk/

